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   On October 7, 2025, the Nebraska Supreme Court approved the following rule 

amendments to the Rules of the District Court of the Fourth Judicial District and to the 

Douglas County Court Rules: 

District 4 

Rules of the District Court of the Fourth Judicial District 

 

   . . . . 

 

Rule 4-17. Appointment of Conflict Counsel in Criminal Cases 

 

   . . . . 

 

   C. Appointment of Private Attorneys. The Douglas County Public Defender’s Office 

shall have first priority to be appointed for any indigent defendant in all criminal cases 

within the county. In those cases where the Douglas County Public Defender’s Office has 

a conflict and the case is one where the Nebraska Commission on Public Advocacy may 

be appointed, the Nebraska Commission on Public Advocacy will have priority for 

appointment. This rule establishes the process for the appointment of private attorneys to 

represent indigent defendants when the Public Defender’s staff has a conflict of interest 

and the Nebraska Commission on Public Advocacy are not available. A panel of private 

attorneys who are eligible and willing to be appointed to provide representation in 

Douglas County is hereby recognized. The Plan for the Composition, Administration, and 

Management of the Panel of Private Attorneys pursuant to Neb. Ct. R. §§ 6-1525 and 6-

1467 is set forth below. 

 

   . . . . 

 

District 4 

Douglas County Court Rules 

 

   . . . . 

 

Rule 2. Appointment of Conflict Counsel in Criminal Cases 

 

   . . . . 

 

   C. Appointment of Private Attorneys. The Douglas County Public Defender’s Office 

shall have first priority to be appointed for any indigent defendant in all criminal cases 

within the county. In those cases where the Douglas County Public Defender’s Office has 
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a conflict and the case is one where the Nebraska Commission on Public Advocacy may 

be appointed, the Nebraska Commission on Public Advocacy will have priority for 

appointment. This rule establishes the process for the appointment of private attorneys to 

represent indigent defendants when the Public Defender’s staff has a conflict of interest 

and the Nebraska Commission on Public Advocacy are not available. A panel of private 

attorneys who are eligible and willing to be appointed to provide representation in 

Douglas County is hereby recognized. The Plan for the Composition, Administration, and 

Management of the Panel of Private Attorneys pursuant to Neb. Ct. R. §§ 6-1525 and 6-

1467 is set forth below. 

 

   . . . . 

 


