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Fiscal Year 2026
Judicial Workload Statistics

Message from the Nebraska State Court Administrator

This report presents Nebraska District Court weighted caseload statistics for Fiscal Year
2026 using case filing data from July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2026.

Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1007(1), the Nebraska Administrative Office of the
Courts and Probation (AOCP) compiles the Judicial Workload Statistics based on the
number of cases filed, with case categories assigned specific weights. These statistics are
used by the Judicial Branch and the Judicial Resources Commission to evaluate judicial
workload and inform decisions regarding judicial resources.

The Judicial Workload Statistics recognizes that not all cases require the same amount of
judicial time. Rather than relying solely on the number of cases filed, the methodology
applies case weights representing the average amount of judicial time associated with
different types of cases. The report uses a three-year average to provide a more stable
measure of workload and minimize the effect of short-term fluctuations in court filings.

This report is one factor used in evaluating judicial resource needs and should not be
considered a standalone determination of judicial need in a judicial district. The results
should be considered together with other relevant information, such as community
population trends, interpreter needs, judicial travel, other court-related assignments, and
the use of remote hearings, when evaluating the allocation of judicial resources.

Additional information regarding the calculation, data sources, and appropriate
interpretation of the results is provided in the Methodology and Limitations sections that
follow.

Corey R. Steel

Nebraska State Court Administrator

Nebraska Supreme Court

Administrative Office of the Courts & Probation

Rm. 1211 State Capitol | P.O. Box 98910 | Lincoln, NE 68509
T402.471.3730 | F 402.471.2197
www.supremecourt.nebraska.gov
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Fiscal Year 2026
District Court Judicial Workload Statistics

Judicial Workload Statistics by District

The map below provides a general overview of the Judicial Workload Statistics by Judicial District. This report is

one factor used in evaluating workload. The pages that follow provide additional detail for each district and its
associated counties.

8th District
Workload: 1.19
Current: 2

6th District
Workload: 2.41
Current: 3

7th District
Workload: 2.07
Current: 2

12th District
Workload: 3.41
Current: 4

5th District 4th District
Workload: 3.71 Workload: 19.22

Current: 4 Current: 18

9th District 3rd District T
11th District Workload: 3.41 ! 2nd District
Workload: 3.58 Current: 4 Workload: 9.11 Workload: 4.95

Current: 8

Current: 4 Current: 4

10th District

Workload: 2.05

Current: 2
—

1st District
Workload: 3.01
Current: 3

Understanding the Metrics

Workload short for District Judicial Workload:

Consistent with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1007(1), which requires judicial workload statistics to be based
on caseload numbers weighted by category of case, this figure represents the projected full-time

equivalent judicial capacity for the district, calculated using three-year averages of filings and
standardized case weights.

Current or Current Number of Judges in District:
Represents the number of district court judgeships currently allocated to this district.

Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
(District Ratio):

District workload divided by the current number of judges. Ratios near 1.00 indicate workload is
generally aligned with the current number of judges in the district.

Rounding Rule:

When the Calculated Data-Driven District Judicial Need is greater than 0.60 and less than or equal to
1.15, the district’s judicial needs are being met by the current number of judges.
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1% Judicial District - District Court Judicial Workiond Sontiatice

County Share of District Workload

District Judicial
Workload

Iz 3.01

Current Number of

Fillmore  Saline Judges in District
0.12 0.35 Johnson Nemaha
027 025 _ﬁn, 3
Thayer Jefferson
0.09 0.30 Pawnee Richardson Average Judicial
0.08 0.40 Workload Per Judge
(District Ratio)
The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s 5\ 1.00
estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares, %

not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to
each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes
Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

Gage

Otoe
Richardson
Saline
Jefferson
Johnson
Nemaha
Fillmore
Thayer
Pawnee
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2" Judicial District - District Court s wertid cmiaae

County Share of District Workload District Judicial

Workload

I 495

Current Number of
Judges in District

Sl 4

Average Judicial
Workload Per Judge

(District Ratio)
. . . ) H . ) %
The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s §\ 1.24
estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares, =

not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to
each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes
Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

Sarpy 386,586

Cass

0 100K 200K 300K 400K
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3" Judicial District - District Court o woriad cigzs

County Share of District Workload District Judicial

Workload
Current Number of
Lagciiter Judges in District

ke 8

Average Judicial
Workload Per Judge

(District Ratio)
. . . ) . . ) %
The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s Q‘\ 1.14
estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares, =

not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to
each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes
Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

Lancaster 833,729

0 0.2M 0.4M 0.6M 0.8M 1.0M
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4" Judicial District - District Court  judciawortiad e gz

County Share of District Workload District Judicial

Workload

m 19.22

Current Number of
Judges in District
Average Judicial

Workload Per Judge

(District Ratio)
. . . ) H . ) %
The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s Q~\ 1.07
estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares, =

not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to
each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes
Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

Douglas 1,759,712
0 0.5M 1.0M 1.5M

2.0M
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5t Judicial District - District Court

County Share of District Workload

Boone
0.07

Platte Colfax
0.85 0.18

Nance

0.06
Saunders

Merrick Polk  Butler 0.53
026 009 022

York Seward
Hamilton 0.73 0.43
0.29

The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s
estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares,
not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to
each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes
Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

Boone EX%HU
Butler
Colfax
Hamilton
Merrick
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Polk
Saunders
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York
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District Judicial
Workload
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6™ Judicial District - District Court

The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s
estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares,
not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to
each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes
Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

Burt
Cedar
Dakota
Dixon
Dodge
Thurston

Washington
0 20K 40K 60K
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District Judicial
Workload
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(District Ratio)
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7™ Judicial District - District Court s werting cniaae

County Share of District Workload District Judicial

Workload
- @Iﬁ; 2.07
Knox
0.12 Current Number of
Judges in District
Antelope P(i)ei'ge Wayne # 2
0.12 : 0.14
Average Judicial
Workload Per Judge
Madison Stanton Cuming (District Ratio)
1.29 .10 0.17
N
Q‘\ 1004
[

The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s
estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares,
not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to
each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes
Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

Antelope 9,442
Cuming 13,495
Knox
Madison
Pierce

Stanton

Wayne
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8™ Judicial District - District Court s wertid cmiaze

County Share of District Workload District Judicial

Workload
Boyd
Keya Paha oy 1.19
0.01
Cherry
0.11
Rock Holt Current Number of

0.02 0.24 Judges in District

T

Blaine Loup |Garfield Wheeler
<0.01 0.01 0.03 <0.01

Valley |Greeley Average Judicial
Custer 0.15 | 0.03 Workload Per Judge
0.30 (District Ratio)
Sherman Howard
005 | 0.13

&_0.59

The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s
estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares,
not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to
each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes
Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

Blaine
Boyd
Brown
Cherry
Custer
Garfield
Greeley
Holt
Howard
Keya Paha
Loup
Rock
Sherman
Valley
Wheeler
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9t Judicial District - District Court

Buffalo
1.43

Hall
1.98

Fiscal Year 2026
Judicial Workload Statistics

District Judicial
Workload

Iz 341

Current Number of
Judges in District

Sl 4

The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s
estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares,
not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to

each county.

Total Workload by County

Buffalo

Hall
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10" Judicial District - District Court  uica wortiog criaa

County Share of District Workload

District Judicial
Workload

m 2.05

Current Number of
Judges in District

T

Average Judicial
Workload Per Judge
(District Ratio)

. i o . 1.03
The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s & °

estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares,
not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to
each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes
Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

Adams
Clay
Franklin
Harlan
Kearney
Nuckolls
Phelps
Webster

0] 20K 40K 60K 80K 100K
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11" Judicial District - District Court  uica wortioad criaa
District Judicial

County Share of District Workload
Workload

Hooker Thomas
001 001 m 358
Arthur McPherson Logan

0.01 0.01 0.02
Current Number of
Keith Judges in District
0.32 Lincoln
Ry
Perkins
i 4
Chase Hayes Frontier .
0.07 0.01 0.08 ' Average Judicial
Workload Per Judge
Dundy Hitchcock (District Ratio)

Willow
0.06 0.07 0.2

&£._0.90

The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s
estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares,
not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to
each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes

Sum (Cases x Case Weights)
Arthur | 365

Chase 5741
Dawson
Dundy [l 4723
Frontier [ 6161
Furnas
Gosper [J3.139
Hayes J1.165
Hitchcock [l 5906
Hooker |649
Keith
Lincoln
Logan 1273
McPherson | 752
Perkins [l 3318

Red Willow 23,642

Thomas ] 976
0 20K 40K 60K 80K 100K 120K
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12" Judicial District - District Court

Grant
0.01

Sioux Sheridan
0.02 0.18
Box Butte
0.31
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The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s

estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares,

not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to

each county.

Total Workload by County

Total Workload Minutes
Sum (Cases x Case Weights)
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District Court

Appendix 1

Fiscal Year 2026
Judicial Workload Statistics

Court Case Type Categories and Weights

District Court Case Types

Case Type

Problem Solving Court Cases
Protection Orders

Civil

Class | Felony

Other Criminal

Domestic Relations

Appeals

Administrative Appeals

Case Weight (minutes)

683

32
219
367
149

97
343
540

County Court Case Types

Case Type

Protection Orders

Felony

Misdemeanor

District Court: Adult Problem-Solving Court
Traffic

Civil

Probate

Guardianship/Conservatorship

Small Claims

Adoption

Domestic Relations

Juvenile: 3A Children

Juvenile: Delinquency

Juvenile: Status Offender 3B

Juvenile: Mentally Ill and Dangerous 3C
Juvenile: Bridge to Independence (B21)
Juvenile: Interstate Compact Hearings/Filings
Juvenile: Problem-Solving Court Cases

Case Weight (minutes)

32
26
23
683
1

8
61
133
30
92
97
487
100
37
265
58
2
654

Separate Juvenile Court Case Types

Case Type

Adoption

Domestic Relations
Juvenile: 3A Children
Delinquency

Status Offender 3B
Mentally Ill and Dangerous
Bridge to Independence B21

Nebraska Supreme Court | Administrative Office of the Courts and Probations

Case Weight (minutes)

49
26
487
136
54
265
36
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Appendix 2

Methodology

The Judicial Workload Statistics uses a weighted caseload model developed by the National Center for State Courts
(2019). This model estimates judicial workload by assigning a weight to each case type based on the average amount
of judicial time required to handle that type of case over the life of the case. Applying these weights to case filings
allows differences in the amount of judicial work associated with different types of cases to be reflected in the
workload calculation.

Development of the Case Weights

The current methodology applied to the Judicial Workload Statistics is based on the statewide judicial workload
assessment conducted in 2019. The Nebraska Supreme Court appointed a 19-member Judicial Needs Assessment
Committee consisting of judges from the District, County, and Separate Juvenile Courts representing different
geographic regions and court sizes, representatives of the Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation, and the
Nebraska State Bar Association. The committee advised the project team regarding case categories and case-related
and non-case-related activities, encouraged statewide participation, and reviewed the results and final model.

The workload assessment consisted of two phases. During the first phase, judges recorded all case-related and non-
case-related work during a four-week period. Judicial time was recorded in five-minute increments by case type and
activity. The second phase included a Sufficiency of Time survey that provided a statewide perspective on whether
judges had sufficient time to perform all their responsibilities.

Weighted Caseload Model
The weighted caseload model consists of three primary components:
1.Three-Year Average of Case Filings. The number of new cases filed within each case type is averaged over the
most recent three fiscal years. Using a three-year average minimizes the effect of temporary increases or
decreases in filings on the overall calculation.
2.Case Weights. Each case type is assigned a weight representing the average amount of judicial time required to
handle cases of that type over the life of the case.
3.Judge-Year Value. The judge-year value represents the amount of time available to a judge for case-related work
during one year. The value accounts for some non-case-related judicial activities and work-related travel and may
vary by district.
For each case type, the three-year average number of filings is multiplied by its applicable case weight to calculate
workload minutes. Workload minutes are then combined across case types and compared with the applicable judge-
year value to produce the weighted caseload calculation.

Limitations and Interpretation

Weighted caseload provides a standardized, data-informed measure of judicial workload; however, the results should
be interpreted within the context of the methodology and available data. Consider the following.

Available court data.

The calculation relies on information recorded in the court case management system. As a result, the accuracy of the
weighted caseload calculation depends on complete, consistent, and accurate court data entry.

Work that cannot be quantified.

Not all judicial work can currently be identified or quantified through available court-system data. Activities that are
not captured in the underlying data may therefore not be reflected in the weighted caseload calculation.
District-level measure.

Weighted caseload represents judicial workload at the court- and district-level and is not intended to measure the
workload or performance of an individual judge. The three-year averages are calculated by court type, district, and
county rather than by individual judge.

Three-year averaging.

The use of a rolling three-year average provides stability and reduces the influence of temporary fluctuations in
filings. Consequently, the results are intended to represent workload over time rather than conditions during a single
fiscal year.

One component of judicial resource planning.

Weighted caseload estimates should not be used independently to determine judgeship need. The calculation
represents one component of judicial resource planning and should be considered together with other relevant
information affecting judicial workload and resource needs.
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	Fiscal Year 2026
	Judicial Workload Statistics

	Message from the Nebraska State Court Administrator
	This report presents Nebraska District Court weighted caseload statistics for Fiscal Year 2026 using case filing data from July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2026.
	Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1007(1), the Nebraska Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation (AOCP) compiles the Judicial Workload Statistics based on the number of cases filed, with case categories assigned specific weights. These statistics are used by the Judicial Branch and the Judicial Resources Commission to evaluate judicial workload and inform decisions regarding judicial resources.
	The Judicial Workload Statistics recognizes that not all cases require the same amount of judicial time. Rather than relying solely on the number of cases filed, the methodology applies case weights representing the average amount of judicial time associated with different types of cases. The report uses a three-year average to provide a more stable measure of workload and minimize the effect of short-term fluctuations in court filings.
	This report is one factor used in evaluating judicial resource needs and should not be considered a standalone determination of judicial need in a judicial district. The results should be considered together with other relevant information, such as community population trends, interpreter needs, judicial travel, other court-related assignments, and the use of remote hearings, when evaluating the allocation of judicial resources.
	Additional information regarding the calculation, data sources, and appropriate interpretation of the results is provided in the Methodology and Limitations sections that follow.
	Corey R. Steel
	Nebraska State Court Administrator
	Nebraska Supreme Court
	Administrative Office of the Courts & Probation
	T 402.471.3730 | F 402.471.2197
	Nebraska Supreme Court | Administrative Office of the Courts and Probations
	Page 1
	Fiscal Year 2026
	Judicial Workload Statistics

	District Court

	Judicial Workload Statistics by District
	The map below provides a general overview of the Judicial Workload Statistics by Judicial District. This report is one factor used in evaluating workload. The pages that follow provide additional detail for each district and its associated counties.
	12th District
	Workload: 3.41

	8th District
	Workload: 1.19

	7th District
	Workload: 2.07

	6th District
	Workload: 2.41

	11th District
	Workload: 3.58

	9th District
	Workload: 3.41

	5th District
	Workload: 3.71

	3rd District
	Workload: 9.11

	4th District
	Workload: 19.22

	2nd District
	Workload: 4.95

	10th District
	Workload: 2.05

	1st District
	Workload: 3.01


	Understanding the Metrics
	Workload short for District Judicial Workload:
	Consistent with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24‑1007(1), which requires judicial workload statistics to be based on caseload numbers weighted by category of case, this figure represents the projected full‑time equivalent judicial capacity for the district, calculated using three‑year averages of filings and standardized case weights.

	Current or Current Number of Judges in District:
	Represents the number of district court judgeships currently allocated to this district.

	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
	(District Ratio):
	District workload divided by the current number of judges. Ratios near 1.00 indicate workload is generally aligned with the current number of  judges in the district.

	Rounding Rule:
	When the Calculated Data‑Driven District Judicial Need is greater than 0.60 and less than or equal to 1.15, the district’s judicial needs are being met by the current number of judges.
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	1st Judicial District - District Court
	Fiscal Year 2026
	Judicial Workload Statistics
	County Share of District Workload
	Fillmore
	0.12
	Thayer
	0.09
	Saline
	0.35
	Jefferson
	0.30
	Otoe
	0.52
	Gage
	0.63
	Johnson
	0.27
	Nemaha
	0.25
	Pawnee
	0.08
	Richardson
	0.40
	District Judicial Workload


	3.01
	Current Number of Judges in District
	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
	(District Ratio)


	1.00
	Total Workload by County
	Total Workload Minutes
	Sum (Cases x Case Weights)


	2nd Judicial District - District Court
	County Share of District Workload
	Sarpy
	4.22
	Cass
	0.73
	District Judicial Workload


	4.95
	Current Number of Judges in District
	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
	(District Ratio)


	1.24
	Total Workload by County
	Total Workload Minutes
	Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

	3rd Judicial District - District Court
	County Share of District Workload
	Lancaster
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	District Judicial Workload
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	Current Number of Judges in District
	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
	(District Ratio)

	1.14
	Total Workload by County
	Total Workload Minutes
	Sum (Cases x Case Weights)



	4th Judicial District - District Court
	County Share of District Workload
	Douglas
	19.22
	District Judicial Workload

	19.22
	Current Number of Judges in District
	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
	(District Ratio)



	1.07
	Total Workload by County
	Total Workload Minutes
	Sum (Cases x Case Weights)


	5th Judicial District - District Court
	County Share of District Workload
	Boone
	0.07
	Platte
	0.85
	Colfax
	0.18
	Nance
	0.06
	Butler
	0.22
	Polk
	0.09
	Saunders
	0.53
	York
	0.73
	Seward
	0.43
	Hamilton
	0.29
	Merrick
	0.26
	District Judicial Workload
	3.71
	Current Number of Judges in District
	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
	(District Ratio)



	0.93
	Total Workload by County
	Total Workload Minutes
	Sum (Cases x Case Weights)


	6th Judicial District - District Court
	Fiscal Year 2026
	Judicial Workload Statistics
	County Share of District Workload
	Dixon
	0.08
	Dakota
	0.59
	Thurston
	0.09
	Burt
	0.14
	Dodge
	1.06
	Cedar
	0.10
	The values in the map above indicate each county’s share of the district’s estimated judicial resources based on workload. These are fractional shares, not judge-specific, and do not represent the number of judges assigned to each county.


	District Judicial Workload
	2.41
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	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
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	Total Workload by County
	Total Workload Minutes
	Sum (Cases x Case Weights)
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	7th Judicial District - District Court
	County Share of District Workload
	Knox
	0.12
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	0.12
	Pierce
	0.13
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	1.29
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	.10
	Cuming
	0.17

	District Judicial Workload
	2.07
	Current Number of Judges in District
	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
	(District Ratio)




	1.04
	Total Workload by County
	Total Workload Minutes
	Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

	8th Judicial District - District Court
	County Share of District Workload
	District Judicial Workload
	1.19
	Current Number of Judges in District
	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
	(District Ratio)
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	Total Workload by County
	Total Workload Minutes
	Sum (Cases x Case Weights)


	9th Judicial District - District Court
	County Share of District Workload
	Buffalo
	1.43
	Hall
	1.98
	District Judicial Workload


	3.41
	Current Number of Judges in District
	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
	(District Ratio)


	.85
	Total Workload by County
	Total Workload Minutes
	Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

	10th Judicial District - District Court
	County Share of District Workload
	Phelps
	0.24
	Kearney
	0.15
	Adams
	1.15
	Clay
	0.15
	Harlan
	0.10
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	0.09
	Webster
	0.08
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	District Judicial Workload
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	11th Judicial District - District Court
	County Share of District Workload
	Hooker
	0.01
	Thomas
	0.01
	McPherson
	0.01
	Logan
	0.02
	Lincoln
	1.37
	Dawson
	1.00
	Chase
	0.07
	Hayes
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	0.08
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	Willow
	0.29
	Dundy
	0.06
	Furnas
	0.18
	Arthur
	0.01
	Keith
	0.32
	Perkins
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	District Judicial Workload
	3.58
	Current Number of Judges in District
	Average Judicial Workload Per Judge
	(District Ratio)




	0.90
	Total Workload by County
	Total Workload Minutes
	Sum (Cases x Case Weights)

	12th Judicial District - District Court
	County Share of District Workload
	Dawes
	0.20
	Sheridan
	0.18
	Box Butte
	0.31
	Scotts Bluff
	1.69
	Morrill
	0.16
	Grant
	0.01
	Garden
	0.06
	Kimball
	0.22
	Cheyenne
	0.45
	Deuel
	0.09
	Sioux
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	Banner
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	District Judicial Workload
	3.41
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	(District Ratio)




	0.85
	Total Workload by County
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