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Weighted Caseload Report for Nebraska District Courts 

 
Nebraska has a district court in each of its 93 counties, organized into 12 Judicial Districts. 

Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-301.02, the Legislature determines the number of district court 

judges who serve in each judicial district, and the geographic boundaries of each judicial 

district. An objective assessment of judicial workload allows informed decisions about district 

boundaries and the number of judges needed to timely resolve the cases in each judicial 

district.  

 

To assist in evaluating judicial workloads, Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1007(1) requires the Nebraska 

Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation (AOCP) to compile judicial workload 

statistics based on caseload numbers weighted by category of case. These weighted caseload 

statistics are used by the Judicial Branch, the Judicial Resources Commission, and the 

Legislature to evaluate judicial need, and guide decisions and recommendations on how best 

to allocate judicial resources across the state. 

 

To ensure the validity, uniformity and accuracy of the AOCP’s judicial workload statistics, a 

statewide judicial time study was conducted in 2019-2020 under the direction and leadership 

of the National Center for State Courts. For a full description of the judicial time study and the 

recommended weighting methodology and standards, see Nebraska Judicial Workload 

Assessment Final Report (October 2020) on the Nebraska Supreme Court Website. Because this 

Weighted Caseload Report utilizes the methodology and standards from the 2020 workload 

assessment, direct comparison to archived reports is not recommended.     

   

No quantitative judicial workload assessment method, including the weighted caseload 

method, can determine the exact number of judges needed within each judicial district. But 

weighted caseload statistics can approximate the number of judges needed to handle the 

current caseload in each judicial district. When weighted caseload statistics are examined in 

conjunction with other important influencing factors it provides an objective and standardized 

way to assess judicial need and to fairly allocate judicial resources among judicial districts.  
 

 

Corey R. Steel | Nebraska State Court Administrator 
Nebraska Supreme Court 
Administrative Office of the Courts & Probation 

 
Rm. 1213 State Capitol | P.O. Box 98910 | Lincoln, 
NE 68509 T 402.471.3730 | F 402.471.2197 
www.supremecourt.ne.gov

http://www.supremecourt.ne.gov/
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Nebraska District Court Judicial Needs 
Calendar Year 2020 (January 1, 2020 – December 31, 2020) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Differences between the total District Court Need for Judges and the sum of individual counties is due to rounding to the nearest one-hundredth. 
 

8th District 
 

Actual #:  

 

7th District 
 

Actual #: 2 

 

Actual #: 3 

 
 

Actual #: 4 

 

11th District 
 

Actual #: 4 

 
Actual #: 4 

5th District 
 

Actual #: 4 

3rd District 
 

Actual #: 8 

Need: 20.30 
 

2nd District 
 

Actual #: 4 

10th District 
 

Actual #:  
1st District 

 
Actual #: 3 



5 January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020 

 

Weighted Caseload Report 

1st Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 3.09  

Current number of judges:  3 

Workload per judge:    1.03  

 

 
 

 

Predicted judicial resources need by county       Judges Serving the 1st District 

  District Court 
V. Johnson 

 
 

Filmore 

.14 

 
 

 
Thayer 

.13 

 
 

Saline 

.33 

 
 

 
Jefferson 

.30 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Gage 

.79 

Otoe 

.49 

 

 
Johnson 

.28 

 
 

Pawnee 

.08 

 
 
 
 

Nemaha 

.20 

 

 
Richardson 

.34 

Saline 
Jefferson 
Fillmore 

Thayer 
Johnson (5%) 

SE Nebraska Drug Court 
Schreiner 

Gage 
Johnson (95%) 

Pawnee 
Nemaha (10%) 

J. Smith 

Otoe 
Nemaha (90%) 

Richardson 
SE Nebraska Drug Court 

 

10,665 

62,107 

23,788 

22,265 

15,757 

38,832 

5,953 

26,847 

25,801 

10,255 

 -  10,000  20,000  30,000  40,000  50,000  60,000  70,000

Fillmore

Gage

Jefferson

Johnson

Nemaha

Otoe

Pawnee

Richardson

Saline

Thayer

District Court Judicial District 1
Total Workload Minutes

Sum (cases x weight)
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Weighted Caseload Report 

2nd Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 4.35 

Current number of judges:  4 

Workload per judge:    1.09  

 

Predicted judicial resources need by county      Judges Serving the 2nd District 

  District Court 
Cox 

Sarpy 

Martinez 

Sarpy 
M. Smith 

Cass  
Sarpy 

Thompson 

Sarpy 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

48,554 

349,325 

 -  50,000  100,000  150,000  200,000  250,000  300,000  350,000  400,000

Cass

Sarpy

District Court Judicial District 2
Total Workload Minutes

Sum (cases x weight)

Sarpy 

3.82 

Cass 

.53 
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Weighted Caseload Report 

3rd Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 7.83  

Current number of judges:  8 

Workload per judge:    0.98  

 

 

 

Predicted judicial resources need     Judges Serving the 3rd

  District Court 
Vacant (Colborn) 

Ideus 
Jacobsen 

Maret  
McManaman 

Nelson 
Otte 

Strong 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

42,346 

26,539 

182,573 

47,710 

187,393 

174,988 

17,036 

38,160 

 -  40,000  80,000  120,000  160,000  200,000

Problem Solving Court Cases

Protection Orders

Civil

Class 1 Felony

Other Criminal

Domestic Relations

Appeals

Administrative Appeals

District Court Judicial District 3
Workload Minutes by Case Type

Sum (cases x weight) 

 

 

 

 

Lancaster 

7.83 
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Weighted Caseload Report 

4th Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 20.30 

Current number of judges:  16 

Workload per judge:    1.27  

 

Predicted judicial resources need    Judges Serving the 4th District 

  District Court 
Bataillon 

Bowie 
Burns 
Coffey 

Derr 
Dougherty 

Gleason 
Masteller 

Miller Pankonin 
Otepka 

Polk 
Vacant (Randall) 

Retelsdorf 
Schatz 

Stratman 
Wheelock 

 

 

91,750 

50,507 

489,757 

189,618 

600,123 

404,264 

23,553 

9,180 

 -  100,000  200,000  300,000  400,000  500,000  600,000  700,000

Problem Solving Court Cases

Protection Orders

Civil

Class 1 Felony

Other Criminal

Domestic Relations

Appeals

Administrative Appeals

District Court Judicial District 4
Workload Minutes by Case Type

Sum (cases x weight) 

 
Douglas 

20.30 
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Weighted Caseload Report 

5th Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 3.28 

Current number of judges:  4 

Workload per judge:    0.82  

 

 

Predicted judicial resources need by county   Judges Serving the 5th District 

  District Court 
Daugherty 

Boone  

Hamilton  

Merrick  

Nance  

Polk  

Marroquin 

Butler  

Colfax  

Saunders  
Stecker  

Seward 
York 

Steinke 

Platte 
 

 

7,612 

19,532 

18,107 

20,773 

24,117 

6,489 

65,144 

7,477 

36,464 

28,425 

45,044 

 -  10,000  20,000  30,000  40,000  50,000  60,000  70,000

Boone

Butler

Colfax

Hamilton

Merrick

Nance

Platte

Polk

Saunders

Seward

York

District Court Judicial District 5
Total Workload Minutes

Sum (cases x weight)

Boone 

.09 Platte 

.77 

Colfax 

.21 

Nance 

.08 

 
Merrick 

.28 

Polk 

.09 

Butler 

.23 

Saunders 

.43 

Hamilton 

.24 

York 

.53 

Seward 

.33 
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Weighted Caseload Report 

6th Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 2.55  

Current number of judges:  3 

Workload per judge:    0.85  

 

 

Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 6th District 

  District Court 

Hall 

Dodge  
Meismer 

Cedar 
Dakota 

 

Samson 

Burt 

Thurston  

Washington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13,698 

9,413 

43,861 

7,299 

99,753 

9,634 

44,209 

 -  20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000  100,000  120,000

Burt

Cedar

Dakota

Dixon

Dodge

Thurston

Washington

District Court Judicial District 6
Total Workload Minutes

Sum (cases x weight)

Dixon 

Cedar 

.11 Dixon 

.08 
Dakota 

.49 

Thurston 

.11 

Burt 

.15 

Dodge 

1.12 Washington 

.49 
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Weighted Caseload Report 

7th Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 2.22  

Current number of judges:  2 

Workload per judge:    1.11 

 

 

Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 7th District 
  District Court 

M. Johnson 
Antelope 

Knox 
Stanton 

Madison (50%) 
SE Nebraska Drug Court 

Kube 
Cuming 

Pierce 
Madison (50%) 

Wayne 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

14,625 

12,991 

10,632 

109,831 

10,417 

10,750 

12,387 

 -  20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000  100,000  120,000

Antelope

Cuming

Knox

Madison

Pierce

Stanton

Wayne

District Court Judicial District 7
Total Workload Minutes

Sum (cases x weight)

Knox 

.13 

Antelope 

.18 

Pierce 

.13 
Wayne 

.15 

Madison 

1.34 

Stanton 

.13 

Cuming 

.16 
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Weighted Caseload Report 

8th Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 1.46  

Current number of judges:  2 

Workload per judge:    0.73 

 

Howard 

Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 8th District 
  District Court 

Kozisek 

Blaine 
Boyd 
Brown 
Cherry 
Garfield 

Holt 
Keya Paha 

Loup 
Rock 

Noakes 
Custer 

Greeley 

Sherman 
Valley 

Wheeler 
 

 

Keya Paha 

.01 

Boyd 

.03 

Cherry 

.15 
Holt 

.35 

Blaine 

.01 

Loup 

.01 

Custer 

.34 

Valley 

.14 

Sherman 

.06 

Greeley 

.04 

Howard 

.15 

Garfield 

.04 

 

Wheeler 

.02 

Brown 

.08 
Rock 

.03 

813 

2,203 

6,569 

11,745 

26,999 

3,070 

2,872 

27,766 

11,718 

608 

819 

2,384 

4,576 

10,803 

1,407 

 -  5,000  10,000  15,000  20,000  25,000  30,000

Blaine

Boyd

Brown

Cherry

Custer

Garfield

Greeley

Holt

Howard

Keya Paha

Loup

Rock

Sherman

Valley

Wheeler

District Court Judicial District 8
Total Workload Minutes 

Sum (cases x weight)
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Weighted Caseload Report 

9th Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 3.84  

Current number of judges:  4 

Workload per judge:    0.96  

 

Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 9th District 
  District Court 

Butler 

Hall 
Carson  

Buffalo 
Hall 

Marsh 
Buffalo 

Hall          
Young 

Hall 
 

 

 

133,519 

209,610 

 -  50,000  100,000  150,000  200,000  250,000

Buffalo

Hall

District Court Judicial District 9
Total Workload Minutes

Sum (cases x weight)

 

1.49 
Hall 

2.35 
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Weighted Caseload Report 

10th Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 2.21 

Current number of judges:  2 

Workload per judge:    1.10 

 

 

Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 10th District 
  District Court 

Harder 
Harlan 

Franklin 
Adams (50%) 

Kearney (50%) 

 
Webster (50%) 
Illingworth 

Clay 
Nuckolls 

Webster (50%) 
Adams (50%) 

Kearney (50%) 

Phelps (50%) 
 

 

 

101,830 

12,695 

5,822 

7,045 

11,493 

6,179 

17,805 

5,443 

 -  20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000  100,000  120,000

Adams

Clay

Franklin

Harlan

Kearney

Nuckolls

Phelps

Webster

District Court Judicial District 10
Total Workload Minutes

Sum (cases x weight)

Phelps (50%) 

Phelps 

.23 

Kearney 

.15 

Adams 

1.33 

Clay 

.17 

Harlan 

.09 

Franklin 

.08 

Webster 

.07 

Nuckolls 

.08 



15 January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020 

Weighted Caseload Report 

11th Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 4.17  

Current number of judges:  4 

Workload per judge:    1.04  

 

Perkins (50%) 

Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 11th District 
  District Court 

Birch 
Arthur (50%) 

Hooker (50%) 
Keith (50%) 

Lincoln (50%) 
Logan (50%) 

McPherson (50%) 
Perkins (50%) 
Thomas (50%) 

Doyle 
Dawson 

Furnas (25%) 
Gosper 

Piccolo 
Arthur (50%) 

Hooker (50%) 
Keith (50%) 

Lincoln (50%) 
Logan (50%) 

McPherson (50%) 

Thomas (50%) 
Urbom 

Chase 

Dundy 

Frontier 

Furnas (75%) 

Hayes 

Hitchcock 

Red Willow  

 

Thomas 

.01 

Arthur 

.004 

Lincoln 

1.45 
Dawson 

1.25 

Chase 

.08 

Hayes 

.02 

Frontier Gosper 

.08 .04 

Dundy 

.05 

Hitchcock Red Willow 
.08 

Logan 

.02 

Hooker 

.01 

McPherson 

.01 

 

Keith 

.49 

Perkins 

.06 

Furnas 

.18 .34 

327 
6,838 

101,829 
3,759 
6,863 

14,604 
3,447 
…
6,543 

873 
40,297 

118,492 
1,447 
470 

5,184 
28,023 

639 

 -  20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000  100,000  120,000  140,000

Arthur

Chase

Dawson

Dundy

Frontier

Furnas

Gosper

Hayes

Hitchcock

Hooker

Keith

Lincoln

Logan

Mcpherson

Perkins

Red Willow

Thomas

District Court Judicial District 11
Total Workload Minutes

Sum (cases x weight)
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Weighted Caseload Report 

12th Judicial District - District Court 
District court need for judges: 3.74 

Current number of judges:  4 

Workload per judge:    0.93  

 

Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 12th District 
  District Court 

  Dobrovolny 

Morrill 
Scotts Bluff 

Miller 

Scotts Bluff 
Morrill 

O’Gorman 

Box Butte 
Dawes 
Grant 

Sheridan 
Sioux 

Weimer 
Banner 

Cheyenne 
Deuel 

Garden 

Kimball 
 

 

 
 

3,499 

34,163 

38,037 

15,308 

7,998 

4,042 

1,039 

23,508 

9,071 

154,144 

14,330 

317 

 -  20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000  100,000  120,000  140,000  160,000  180,000

Banner

Box Butte

Cheyenne

Dawes

Deuel

Garden

Grant

Kimball

Morrill

Scotts Bluff

Sheridan

Sioux

District Court Judicial District 12
Total Workload Minutes

Sum (cases x weight)

Dawes 

.19 

Sioux 

.004 

Sheridan 

.18 

Box Butte 

.42 

Scotts Bluff 

1.89 

Grant 

.01 

Banner 

.04 

Morrill 

.11 Garden 

.05 

Kimball 

.29 

Cheyenne 

.47 
Duel 

.10 
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Court Case Type Categories and Weights Appendix 
 

District Court Case Types 
2020 Case Weight 

(minutes) 

Problem Solving Court Cases 683 

Protection Orders 32 

Civil 219 

Class I Felony 367 

Other Criminal 149 

Domestic Relations 97 

Appeals 343 

Administrative Appeals 540 
 

County Court Case Types 
2020 Case Weight 

(minutes) 

Protection Orders 32 

Felony 26 

Misdemeanor 23 

District Court: Adult Problem-Solving Court 683 

Traffic 1 

Civil 8 

Probate 61 

Guardianship/Conservatorship 133 

Small Claims 30 

Adoption 92 

Domestic Relations 97 

Juvenile: 3A Children 487 

Juvenile: Delinquency 100 

Juvenile: Status Offender 3B 37 

Juvenile: Mentally Ill and Dangerous 3C 265 

Juvenile: Bridge to Independence (B21) 58 

Juvenile: Interstate Compact Hearings/Filings 2 

Juvenile: Problem-Solving Court Cases 654 
 

Separate Juvenile Court Case Types 
2020 Case Weight 

(minutes) 

Adoption 49 

Domestic Relations 26 

Juvenile: 3A Children 487 

Delinquency 136 

Status Offender 3B 54 

Mentally Ill and Dangerous 3C 265 

Bridge to Independence B21 36 

Interstate Compact Hearing/Filings 2 

Problem Solving Court Cases 654 

 


