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I. Policy
Substance use is a criminogenic risk factor associated with adults and juveniles who become involved in the justice system. To ensure successful participation and completion of probation and problem-solving courts, an officer shall understand how to assess prohibited or illicit substance use associated with criminogenic behavior; be able to assist in identifying concerns during supervision; gain access to treatment services and implement tools to assist in substance use deterrence. 
II. Purpose
Enhance officer understanding of identification and implementation of appropriate interventions, which promote pro-social behavior and community safety.
III. Reference
Neb. Rev. Stat § 29-2246 
Neb. Rev. Stat § 29-2252 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 29-2261 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 29-2266 
Neb. Rev. Stat § 29-2267 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-258 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-281 
Neb. Rev. Stat § 43-286.01 
Neb. Rev. Stat § 43-290 
IV. Procedure
Adult and juvenile substance use is a criminogenic risk factor that shall be taken into consideration during probation supervision and problem solving-court participation. An officer shall be able to utilize assessments, trained skills, collateral information and substance use testing tools, which are foundational in identifying potential substance use and the need to refer for evaluation and treatment.  
Court Orders:  All substance use services and testing shall be court ordered.
Identification and Training:  Officers shall complete continuous updated training to ensure they are skilled in the identification of prohibited or illicit substances, removal of substances and paraphernalia found in the possession of an adult or juvenile, assessments, supervision, addiction, signs of use, and relapse.  
Pre-adjudication/Predisposition/Pre-sentence:  When substance use concerns are identified early in the court process, services such as drug testing can be required by court order. Early interventions for substance use can allow for more information to be utilized in the investigation, the ability for the court to see how well the order is complied with, and measurable progress that can be incorporated in recommendations to the court.
Investigation and Assessment:  During the investigation or pre-adjudication/ predisposition/pre-sentence phase of supervision, identification and investigation of substance use shall begin. Utilization and interpretation of substance use assessments and screening instruments shall be included in all reports completed for the court, as well as recommendations for court ordered conditions.
Case Management:  During the supervision phase officers utilize case management strategies such as communication with providers, treatment, and substance use testing. The probation officer shall determine intensity by utilizing the assessment scores and probationer risk classification.  Engaging family and pro-social supports, especially sponsors is essential to long-term individual success.  
Substance Use Testing and Tools:  Testing is a tool ordered by the court, which supports supervision compliance, deters substance use and creates accountability. Testing allows an officer to assess and identify red flags to determine possible need for a substance use evaluation or subsequent treatment. Frequency and randomness of testing is essential to deterring use and shall include non-traditional hours for testing, including weekends and holidays.
Evaluations and Treatment:  Services to assist an individual with sobriety are available but must be supported by an evaluation that complies with the Standardized Model for the Delivery of Substance Use Services. Providers and officers shall work together to ensure consistency and avoid duplication (example: substance use testing).
Drug Technician:  This role is essential for random and consistent drug testing within the districts and serves as a resource to the supervising officer.   
Non-Compliance:  Immediate responses to non-compliance are mandatory, although a probation officer shall take into consideration relapse and ways to support an individual who is struggling with substance use. Working with a provider and using graduated sanctions is also essential.
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