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I. Policy

The safety and wellbeing of juveniles and adult justice-involved individuals, facility/service staff, and probation staff are essential to the rehabilitation process and public safety. This policy serves to provide direction to the probation system for reporting death, serious injury, and other significant incidents experienced by justice- involved juveniles and individuals. The policy seeks to ensure timely and appropriate response to a variety of incidents that may occur while juvenile or and individual is under probation supervision in the community and/or placement. The direction in this policy provides the Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation, Chief Probation Officers, and designated district management staff the steps to work collaboratively with all necessary stakeholders and ensure adequate response, in turn minimizing harm. 

II. Purpose

To provide an avenue for probation staff to report death, serious injury, sexual abuse, or other significant incidents to the Administrative Office and to meet the statutory requirements of reporting to the Office of Inspector General of Child Welfare (OIG) relating to justice-involved juveniles. If an incident involves a juvenile or a justice-involved individual along with a critical event involving an employee’s serious injury, death, or Use of Force, the Administrative Office of the Court and Probation’s Critical Incident Policy will also apply.  

III. Reference

Neb. Rev. Stat. §43-4318

Neb. Rev. Stat. §28-711

Neb. Rev. Stat. §28-372

Critical Incident Policy

IV. Procedure

Mandatory Reporting - Reporting suspected child abuse or neglect. 

When any probation employee has reasonable cause to believe that a child has been subjected to child abuse or neglect or observes such child being subjected to conditions or circumstances which reasonably would result in child abuse or neglect, the employee shall report such incident or cause a report of child abuse or neglect to be made to the proper law enforcement agency or the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services hotline (800 652-1999) as outlined in Neb. Rev. Stat. §28-711. 

Juvenile Procedure

Definitions:

Death or Serious Injury: Neb. Rev. Stat. §43-4318 (2) defines serious injury as “an injury or illness caused by suspected abuse, neglect or maltreatment which leaves the child in critical or serious condition.”

Sexual Abuse: Allegations of sexual abuse of a youth on probation, in a detention facility, and/or residential placement.

Significant Incident: An actual or alleged event or situation that creates a significant risk of substantial or serious harm to the physical or mental safety or well-being of a justice-involved youth, as a victim or responsible party. Examples of such incidents may include, but are not limited to:

Juvenile is involved in an event such as an illness, accidental injury, serious assault, suicide attempt, etc., that requires hospitalization and/or significant medical attention;

An event that has the potential to involve media exposure or that may be subjected to a high level of scrutiny or public interest;

A situation involving the safety of youth, which could result in the need to contact the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) licensure. 

Circumstances that demonstrate potential ethical concerns.

In the event that an incident occurs during the time a juvenile is justice involved, designated district staff and designated administrative staff will notify all necessary parties related to the incident.

All instances of death, serious injury, allegations of sexual abuse, or significant incidents must be immediately reported to the Juvenile Services Division.

The Juvenile Incident Report will be completed and located within the Nebraska Probation Information System.

Reporting to the OIG:

For incidents required to be reported, designated Administrative Staff (Clerk of the Supreme Court) shall forward the notice of incident to the OIG in addition to any necessary addendums and/or follow-up information.

Incidents required to be reported include:

Neb. Rev. Stat. §43-4318(2)(a) “all cases of death or serious injury of a child in a foster home, private agency, child care facility or program, or other program or facility licensed by the department or inspected through the commission to the Inspector General as soon as reasonably possible after the Office of Probation Administration learns of such death or serious injury” and;

Neb. Rev. Stat. §43-4318(2)(b) “All allegations of sexual abuse of a juvenile on probation, juvenile in a detention facility, or in a residential child-caring agency”

Adult Procedure

Definitions: 

Death or Serious Injury: The death or serious injury incurred by an adult, as victim or responsible party, while under community supervision, presentence investigation, and/or having an active probation case to include death or serious injury resulting from:

Homicide

Suicide

Overdose 

Other than natural causes

Significant Incident: An actual or alleged event or situation that creates a significant risk of substantial or serious harm to the physical or mental safety or well-being of an adult, as a victim or responsible party. Examples of such incidents may include, but are not limited to: 

An event that has the potential to involve media exposure or that may be subjected to a high level of scrutiny or public interest;

Circumstances that demonstrate potential ethical concerns.

Reporting to Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation

The Chief Probation Officer or designee will contact the Probation Administrator citing the incident as soon as possible and will conduct an incident report with designated staff of the Administrative Office of the Courts and Probations as instructed. 
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