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1. Policy									

The Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation is dedicated to investigation and supervision of Juveniles Who Sexually Harm (JSH) to promote victim-centered support and community safety.  With the focus of Evidence-based Practices juveniles and families develop skills which address specific risks, needs, and responsivity concerns that assist in behavior change towards rewarding and healthy futures.

1. Purpose

The Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation takes a very serious approach to sexually harmful behavior. Addressing such behavior to help ensure it does not continue is a key function in improving community safety.  However, it is also important to approach the topic with an informed, evidence based and best practice approach.  These are five Fundamental Principles, developed by the Center for Sex Offender Management (CSOM), that guide the approach to the management of juveniles who sexually harm:
Victim-Centeredness:  While it is a primary focus to prevent further victimization and promote community safety by supervising juveniles and focusing on reducing their risks and needs to help them lead productive and fulfilling lives, it is equally important to attend to the needs and interests of the victims.  This can be accomplished by addressing victim safety concerns, making recommendations for services when appropriate, and ensuring that the victim’s voice is heard.
Specialized Knowledge:  While there may be similarities between JSH juveniles and other juveniles in our justice system, there are important differences as well.  Therefore, to be most effective, probation officers must possess specialized knowledge and skills about JSH juveniles, victims, and effective interventions for this specialized population.
Public Education:  Sexual victimization is considered to be a public health problem in our country.  Much like other public health issues, dispelling myths and misperceptions about JSH and their victims, while providing information to stakeholders about effective management and prevention strategies is a critical piece of the puzzle.
Monitoring and Evaluation:  We must monitor and evaluate our practices to ensure that they are evidenced-based and effective.  Evaluations of our systematic processes, outcomes, policies and practices must be conducted to ensure they are informed by, measured against, and adjusted in accordance with the contemporary research and practice literature.
Collaboration:  Collaboration is vital to effectively managing this population.  The sharing of information and resources, as well as having a common goal of preventing further victimization, among all of the stakeholders who work with JSH and their victims, is critical to ensure a more comprehensive, consistent, efficient, and effective approach.  With juveniles who sexually harm, key stakeholders should include - but not be limited to – probation officers, treatment providers, victim advocates, judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys, guardians ad litem, law enforcement, school officials, and family members, among others.
It is also important to note that, while sexually harmful behavior committed by juveniles can be just as damaging and traumatic to victims as acts committed by adult sex offenders, the reasons for the behavior can be quite different.  The Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation recognizes that topics such has adolescent brain development, environment, and trauma, among others, can play a significant role in these cases.
1. Reference

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 29-2258

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 29-2261

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-246
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-247 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-281

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-286

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-286.01

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-290

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-412

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-425

1. Procedure 

A. Identifications/Definitions

1. Offense or adjudication of a sexual nature or where the factual basis for the offense/adjudication is sexual (i.e. documentation shows problematic sexualized behaviors). 

B. Intake

1. The Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation recognizes the damaging and traumatic effects that sexually harmful behavior can have on a victim and their family.  Decisions on intake must be made within the Juvenile Intake Protocol with individual attention given to victim safety as well as the youth’s needs. The ability to follow safety plans and/or find alternative placement must be fully explored prior to the consideration of detention.  

C. Predisposition Supervision

1. JSH who are ordered by the court for supervision during the Predisposition stages of supervision shall be engaged to ensure immediate safety plans are developed, necessary services are initiated, and probation officer supervision is highly engaged.  

D. Investigation/Assessment

1. JSH youth are a specialized population and, thus, require specialized investigations and assessments that are completed by probation officers with specialized training and knowledge on the subject matter.  Information should be gathered from multiple sources, including both empirically validated JSH specific assessments as well as general assessments.

E. Initial Classification

1. Juveniles Who Sexually Harm shall be initially classified and supervised at the Juvenile Community Based Intervention (JCBI) level.  

F. Case Management

1. Juveniles Who Sexually Harm shall be supervised by JCBI probation officers with specialized training and knowledge on the subject matter.  

2. Case management shall be centered on the individual JSH youth in an effort to accomplish behavior change and risk reduction, while keeping a victim-centered approach to ensure that the victim’s needs also remain a priority.  Special care shall be given in case planning to ensure interventions are appropriate given the individual youth’s risk, needs, and responsivity.  Registered service providers who are approved for JSH services shall be utilized.  It is crucial that probation officers engage these providers in a partnership as they work together with the youth.

G. Out-of-Home Placement/Re-Entry

1. Recommendations for Out-of-Home Placement should be made based on information gathered from validated risk and need assessments (both JSH specific and general), taking into account considerations for victim and community safety.
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