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1. Policy									

After youth are adjudicated, the court imposes a disposition which meets the needs of the youth and promotes community safety. Probation has a statutory obligation to provide the court with comprehensive recommendations in preparation for disposition through completion of a Pre-Disposition Investigation (PDI). The specific format and procedure for creating the Pre-Disposition Investigation is determined by the Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation.

1. Purpose

To develop a Predisposition Investigation for the court through a process that allows officers to have a holistic understanding of each youth on an individual level to effectively target recommendations. This is accomplished by assessing a youth’s Risk-Need-Responsivity (RNR) picture and identifying Positive Youth Development (PYD) connections through:
· Determination of overall criminogenic risk
· Identification of the need factors contributing to that risk
· Identification of responsivity factors that may present barriers to risk reduction
· Discovering strengths, assets, and positive relationships providing an opportunity for healthy development
· Placing the youth and caregiver at the center of the process as experts in his/her experience and setting the foundation for a trusting relationship.
1. Reference

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-726
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 29-2258 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-2, 108
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-2, 108.5 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-247 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-281 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-290 

Supreme Court Rule 6-1906

IV.  	Procedure 

To achieve our purpose, we will use a process called TRACKS - Targeted, Responsive Assessment for the Court is Key to Youth Success. TRACKS guides us in partnering with the youth and caregiver to identify immediate needs, discover the youth’s comprehensive RNR picture, and together develop targeted recommendations that will be delivered to the court within the PDI. 
R.I.G.H.T Process
TRACKS consists of five distinct steps that keep on the “RIGHT” track in our use of evidence-based tools, effective engagement, information gathering, and analysis.

1. R- Responsive Screening and Initial Engagement

The initial meeting with the youth and caregiver is the first critical step of TRACKS, which consists of the orientation and behavioral health screening with the youth and caregiver. Purposeful and thoughtful engagement is important to establish a relationship. This provides an effective environment in which to conduct evidence-based screening tools with the youth to identify immediate health, safety, and/or behavioral health needs, including trauma. Any referrals for evaluation will be in alignment with Nebraska Statute. 
2.  I- Identify and Refer
Accurate analysis of the behavioral health screens, collaborative discussions with the youth/caregiver, and clear notification to court parties per district process, allow identified services to be initiated quickly. 
3. G- Gather Information
Comprehensive information is key to developing an accurate RNR picture for the youth. This is accomplished in three ways: collecting relevant information from collateral sources, understanding the results of any behavioral health evaluation referred during TRACKS, and an engaged interview with the youth and caregiver
4. H- Highlight Risk, Need and Responsivity
Evidence-based criminogenic risk assessment results are considered alongside any behavioral health evaluation recommendations to highlight what specific need areas should be targeted for intervention. 
5. T- Target Recommendations
Recommendations made to the court within the PDI must clearly identify strategies to reduce risk in the youth’s identified need areas, enhance youth skill and family strengths, and overcome identified responsivity factors. Targeting and delivering recommendations to the court are accomplished through structured, decision-making tools and collaborative discussions with the youth and caregiver. 

The timeliness and format for submission of the PDI to the court will be in alignment with Supreme Court Rules. 

Transition from TRACKS to Post-Disposition Probation
It is important to provide an effective transition of case knowledge from the predisposition investigation officer to the supervision PO and establish a connection with the youth and caregiver. This transition will be completed through established district processes prior to the supervision officer accepting full case management responsibility
Courtesy Investigation
When ordered to complete an investigation on a youth who resides outside of the district or other extenuating circumstances exist, the chief probation officer or designee may request another district assist in completing the TRACKS process.
Additional Disposition Recommendation Requests 
There are times where the court will request written recommendations from the probation officer at disposition without a PDI being ordered. These recommendations will be developed utilizing the TRACKS process in order to deliver targeted, comprehensive recommendations.   
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