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I.	Policy:
The Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) is a federal law that was passed in 1978.  To enhance compliance with the federal ICWA, the Nebraska Legislature enacted the Nebraska ICWA in 1985.  Guidelines for compliance with ICWA are outlined in the Juvenile ICWA Protocol.
II. Purpose:
ICWA was passed to protect the Indian family and preserve the ties between Indian children and their tribes.  Congress found that “an alarming high percentage of Indian families are broke up by the removal, often unwarranted, of their child from them by non-tribal public and private agencies and that an alarming percentage of such children are placed in non-Indian foster and adoptive homes and institutions.”  Congress sought to protect the connections between Indian children and their cultures and stated that ICWA is in the best interest of Indian children.
The Nebraska ICWA contains many of the provisions of federal ICWA, but all ICWA cases must comply with the federal law.  Both the federal ICWA and the Nebraska ICWA provide that the law provides a higher standards of protection applies and if there seems to be a conflict between a state law and the Federal ICWA, then the Federal ICWA must be applied and followed.
III. References:
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-1502
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-1503
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-1504
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-1505
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-1506
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-1507
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-1508
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-1512
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-1513
25 U.S.C. §§ 1901–1963
IV:	Procedure
Identifying an Indian Child/Youth
Every effort must be made in order to identify youth of a Native American Tribe or eligible for enrollment in a Native American Tribe by probation staff.  Whenever there is reason to believe a juvenile is an Indian child as defined by law, the probation officer must follow the ICWA Protocol.
District Processes:

Districts are expected to develop processes necessary for identification, notifying and responsivity case manage encouraging and fostering the Indian child’s awareness and understanding of their Native American and tribal heritage.  Active efforts must be included in district processes to ensure contact with a juvenile's Native American Heritage is present in the targeting of interventions deemed necessary for rehabilitation of the juvenile.

Best Practices for Juvenile Cases
Probation Officers will ensure that case plan and cultural plans include tribal representation in team meetings, case progress, and actively assess for services specific for working with Indian parents and juveniles.  If out of home placement is necessary, the probation officer will actively include a home or placement that is affiliated with the juvenile's identified Native American tribe.  
Documentaiton of all case information must be documented into the Nebraska Probation Information System.
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