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1. Policy

To reduce the number of out-of-home placements for youth, as well as provide services to youth within their homes, schools, and communities, this policy outlines the evidence-based approach to in-home service utilization within the Administrative Office of Probation. Evidence-based community services available to juveniles have shown favorable outcomes when youth are treated in their homes and communities. Multisystemic Therapy (MST) and the Boys Town In-Home Family Services (IHFS), formerly known as Ecological In-Home Family Treatment (EIHFT), boast outcomes alleviating issues resulting in delinquent behavior, thereby decreasing recidivism.

1. Purpose

The purpose of this Policy is to ensure the proper utilization of in-home services for justice-involved youth, the use of which will allow more youth to remain in their homes and communities. Through identifying and referring the appropriate youth for in-home services, this Policy should likewise reduce the number of out-of-home placements in Nebraska for juveniles in the justice system.

1. Reference

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-247.02

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-251.01

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-256

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-286

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-290

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-290.01

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-405

1. Procedure

Screening and Referral 

Specialized screening is required for utilization of MST and IHFS, this screening allows for:

Prioritization of high-risk youth

Identification of youth who would be an appropriate referral for MST or IHFS.

Provider referral process ensures that providers are being provided equitable referrals within the same catchment area

When there is more than one provider agency in a given catchment area, the provider agencies are ensured fairness in referral distribution

Juvenile Justice Resource Supervisor (JJRS) Role 

The JJRS in each district leads and ensures service access coverage for the Juvenile Justice Home-Based Initiative Data Collection/Wait List Spreadsheet. 

When multiple providers exist, equitable distribution of service shall occur when determining service provider

Determination of priority and service

National and Local Support

MST and IHFS both have support and oversight from a national/local agency.  This allows for direct relationships with experts from both organizations. These contacts provide support for provider agencies and resources for the Administrative Office of Probation. 
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