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I. Policy 

In an effort to reduce recidivism, promote good citizenship, and enhance public safety, it is the intent of the Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation to provide a meaningful opportunity for Justice-Involved Individuals to engage in behavioral change and rehabilitation through Evidence-Based Practice. 

II. Purpose

The purpose of Probation Financial Assistance is to assist in reducing the financial barriers to individuals receiving court ordered and/or recommended services that improve outcomes. Only individuals/families who have met appropriate screening criteria are able to access funds through Financial Assistance. A balance of evidenced-based practices, timely reporting, and fiscal responsibility must be considered when issuing and utilizing financial assistance vouchers. Probation Financial Assistance is not intended to replace other means of payment for individuals; instead, Financial Assistance serves as a resource available to officers for identified individuals when no other service payment options exist. Whenever possible, individuals and their families are expected to contribute to the financial obligations associated with evaluations, treatment, and other applicable services. 

Understanding the needs of justice-involved individuals is critical for making appropriate decisions regarding Financial Assistance; this includes a working knowledge of behavioral health, clinical assessment, treatment/service progress, case management and fiscal responsibility. All services must be provided by a Registered Service Provider approved by the Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation in one of three areas, depending on the service(s) being provided: 

A. Substance Use Services (Adult and/or Juvenile)

B. Adult Behavioral Health and Supportive Services

C. Juvenile Behavioral Health and Supportive Services 

III. Reference

Nebraska Supreme Court Rule § 6-130

Nebraska Revised Statute 43-290

Nebraska Revised Statute 81-2403

IV. Procedure 

A. Justice-involved individuals must meet overarching financial assistance requirements, be included in the target population, and have a financial need. This shall be governed by the Standard Financial Assistance Protocol.

B. There is a process by which special eligibility requests for financial assistance may be authorized by the Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation when overarching financial assistance requirements do not consider extenuating circumstances. This shall be governed by Juvenile Special Eligibility Request for Financial Assistance Protocol and the Adult Special Eligibility Request for Financial Assistance Protocol.  
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