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I. Policy	
Court and probation documents shall be maintained in a confidential manner and shall not be disclosed without express permission and order from the Court. Access to such documents and information shall not be afforded without proper authorization during and following a juvenile’s involvement with probation services or supervision.
II. Purpose
This policy provides guidelines to ensure the confidential handling of juvenile probation and Court documents.
III. Reference
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-2,108

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-728

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-729

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-730

Code of Federal Regulations 42-CFR2.2

IV. Procedure	
										
A. Juvenile Confidentiality

1. Each probation district shall ensure the confidential handling of material considered to be a part of the juvenile probation file (physical and electronic).  The handling of confidential record information, including information obtained through a signed release, shall be privileged and shall not be disclosed to anyone other than a judge or probation officer, unless by order of the Court.

2. Districts are expected to develop processes that ensure juveniles confidentiality is maintained at all times and ensure that court orders allow for sharing information identified in the court order.

3. A release of information signed by a juvenile under the age of 18 and/parent(s)/guardian(s) does not supersede the statutory restrictions or administrative policy for release of information. Rather, a signed release and court order allows for:

a) A probation office to gain information from an outside source for the purpose of investigation or supervision.

b) Verbal communication between the probation officer and treatment provider or school official updating the juvenile’s progress.
	
c) Code of Federal Regulations authorizes shared information for the purpose of chemical dependency evaluation and treatment.

d) Utilization of approved release of information form. 

e) Signed release of information must be maintained in the probation file.

4. For the purpose of cooperative community coordinated response investigation team or child abuse and neglect treatment team, pertinent information may be shared among team members for the purpose of coordinated efforts or treatment purposes of prevention or intervention in child abuse cases and not when prohibited by the federal Privacy Act.  

a) Information can be shared if probation is part of an 1184 Team that is a coordinated community investigation team designed to prevent and intervention in child abuse cases within communities.
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